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Baseball
and the
segregated
south

Crist visits
St. Pete
for book
signing

L-R (top row) Clarence and Ava Davis, Jessie and Martina Green and Sarah Lee and Eddie Robinson.
L-R (bottom row) Cassandra and Al Jackson and Carolyn and Elihu Brayboy.

Charlie Crist

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
St. Petersburg was all abuzz
last Saturday with the arrival off former governor
Charlie Crist. In town for a
book signing, he generated
a huge crowd of supporters
and a few naysayers as well.
The first stop on his list
was Ferg’s, the local sports
bar along Central Avenue,
known for its game day lore
and good food. And although the place was
packed with nearly 150 people, there wasn’t a person
sitting.
“They were really antic-

ST. PETERSBURG –
Twenty Second Avenue
South has been undergoing a reconstruction of
sorts over the last few
years. Restaurants and

See CRIST , page 4

Columnist



BY HOLLY KESTENIS

shops have worked their
way into the area with
hopes of breathing life
back into the historic section of St. Petersburg. So
on the 22nd day of the
month of love, couples
gathered at the Royal
Theater in Midtown, lo-

cated at 1011 22nd St. S.,
to pay tribute to 11 couples who have stayed together through thick and
thin.
“We wanted to honor
and promote lasting relationships,” said Antwaun
Wells a master barber at

Esquire Barbershop, who
makes it his mission to
support businesses in the
Midtown section of the
city and who hosted the
event. “It’s a very rare
thing, something that is
See LOVE, page 4

Rep. Castor’s Black History Luncheon
BY RAVEN JOY
Staff Writer

ST. PETESBURG –
U.S.
Representative
Kathy Castor held her
Annual Black History
Month
Celebration
Luncheon Mon., Feb. 24
at Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church. This year all
honors went to the late
Dr. David T. Welch for his
life and legacy.
Every year during

Black History Month,
Castor recognizes some
of our hometown leaders
and is able to put a statement into the congressional record and the
Library of Congress,
which will live on in history.
So, a hundred years
from now when someone
is doing research in the
Library on Congress
about great Americans
See CASTOR, page 6

L-R, Donna, Ken and Alletha Welch,
Kathy Castor and Katrina Welch



BY JON WILSON

ST. PETERSBURG — A
Mecca for baseball’s spring
training since 1914, St. Petersburg in 1961 became a
focal point in the battle to
end discrimination in the
lodging of black and white
players.
Jackie Robinson broke
the Major League’s color
barrier in 1947. But as more
African-American players
begin to be signed by the
big leagues, an old custom
prevailed in St. Petersburg
and in 10 other training sites
throughout Florida. Eighteen teams trained in the
Sunshine State, and all except the Los Angeles
Dodgers housed their
African-American players in
segregated housing.
In St. Petersburg, white
players for the St. Louis Cardinals and New York Yankees typically stayed at such
posh establishments as the
Vinoy and Soreno hotels
downtown. Because of segregation customs, black
players stayed in homes,
apartments and boarding
houses in the community.
See BASEBALL, page 6
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Letter to the Editor
Recent travel requirements delayed my daily
read of the Tampa Bay
Times. Consequently, I
only recently read Mark
Puente’s February 9th article regarding Council
member Karl Nurse’s acquisition of Midtown properties. For me, the article
raised a conflict of interest
question. Specifically, is it
appropriate for a sitting
member of city council to
initiate new policy, propose modifications to expolicies,
and
isting
ultimately purchase and
sell properties in the designated redevelopment
area where his policy reforms are enacted?
Puente reports Nurse
has quietly bought Midtown properties through
foreclosure and tax deeds,
and initially voted for a
program to erase liens and
assessments on vacated
properties in order to facilitate sales. Nurse reportedly abstained from the
final vote on the program,
and if memory serves me

correctly, his abstention
followed an admonishment by former council
member Leslie Curran.
Ironically, section 9-1, of
the City of St. Petersburg
Rules and Regulations
clearly states: “city employees and officers must
avoid . . . even the appearance of a conflict of interest . . . “
Nurse reported he
sold two properties, still
owns four, acts as his own
real estate agent to save
money, and has one property listed for nearly
$90,000 dollars. Nurse
also acknowledges the
special taxing district he
supported will benefit him
with respect to his holdings.
Section 9-2(F) of the
city rules and regulations
prohibits city officers and
employees from having
personal investments in
enterprises which reasonably creates conflict between one’s private and
public interests. As noble
as
Council
Member

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Head Start focusing on increasing parental
and community engagement
Nurse’s stated intentions
maybe, his actions do not
appear to pass the smell
test and when held up to
the light of day, raises
even more questions.
Karl says he did not
pursue his purchases to
make a profit and it may
take years for him to recoup his investment given
the current status of the
housing market. But let’s
not forget, the market is
rebounding and, Karl did
not become a millionaire
by losing money or merely
breaking even.
Goliath J. Davis, III,
Ph.D.

USF celebrates
Black History Month
BY JON WILSON
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG —
Vintage photos featuring
African American interests
in St. Petersburg, events
in civil rights history and
prominently
displayed
easels about the city’s pioneer black doctors are
being exhibited at the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library on the University of
South Florida, St. Petersburg campus.
In addition, a classic
bust of pioneer AfricanAmerican entrepreneur
Elder Jordan Sr. is on display, also in connection
with Black History Month.
“The Poynter Library
at USFSP is honored to
preserve this important
chapter of St. Petersburg’s
history. Although the images of our segregated
past are difficult to view,
we must remember these
moments to ensure that
we never return to a world
where racial intolerance is
treated as an acceptable
behavior,” said James
Schnur, special collections
librarian.
On the first floor,

easels include biographies of Drs. James Ponder, Orion Ayer, Fred
Alsup and Ralph Wimbish. Along the floor’s
northwest wall, an exhibit
examines major events in
the nation’s civil rights
history and includes
books from the library’s
substantial collection of
African-American history.
Near the first-floor elevator, glass-case displays
examine the history of
segregation in St. Petersburg, the construction of
Jordan Park and the importance of Jordan Park as
a place of new opportunities in St. Petersburg.
Powerful photos are included.
The displays are free to
see and are available for
public viewing during normal library hours, which
can
be
found
at
http://lib.usfsp.edu/library-hours/ .
The
Jordan
Park/Elder Jordan exhibits continue on the
third floor. Next to the elevator is a bust of Elder Jordan commissioned by St.
Petersburg African-American historian Minson R.

Rubin, Rudy Bradley and
the Jordan Park Projects
Nostalgic Association Inc.
The bust, designed by
Eckerd College visual arts
professor Brian Ransom,
will remain on display
after the rest of the exhibit
ends. A display case on the
third floor also talks about
the importance of preserving our city’s African
American heritage.
The third floor displays
will remain in place at least
through March.
There are both free
and metered parking
spaces near campus,
as well as one-hour
visitor parking spots.
For information, visit
http://www.usfsp.edu/financial/parking-transportation/.
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Recently I had two delightful experiences of visiting with Melissa S. Burnett. She serves as the Family and
Community Engagement Manager of
Lutheran Services Florida, Inc. Pinellas Head Start/Early Head Start headquarters in Largo.
My two visits included visiting a
center in St. Petersburg, and I was
pleased to learn about Head Start’s increased focus on increasing parental
engagement, which included the organization of a “father’s group.”
“Head Start has been a moving
force in Pinellas County for decades.
It has served the low-income families
and children of its communities and
made a difference while giving children a head start on their educational
journey,” said Burnett.
She went on to say that getting parent buy-in is a tough task, but one that
must be done to help give children
what they need. Head Start in this
county, now under the skillful guide of
Lutheran Services Florida, has put
into place a plan to help increase parent engagement.
LSF Head Start has focused on
three key areas that promote parent
involvement and will Increase Parent
Engagement.
The Parent Involvement plan involves activities that get parents into
their child’s center to volunteer in the
many different areas of the center.
Each week has a theme which ties
into the month’s theme, such as February’s theme which is, “I’m A Super
Head Start Parent”. February is also
National Head Start Parent Involvement Month, and the month will climax with a celebration and highlights
of the month’s events. Everyone that
is involved in the life of a Head Start
child is encouraged to participate.
The Male Involvement plan is focused on the male role models that
are a part of the Head Start child’s life.
This group of men, which calls itself
“Fathers of Standards,” is on a mission to engage men to take a more active role in the lives and education of
their children. The Fathers of Standard meet on a monthly basis to support, educate, and evaluate their role
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as fathers and father figures. They
also have a scheduled monthly activity
that occurs simultaneously throughout all of the Head Start centers.
The Mother’s Group plan, like
the Male Involvement plan, seeks to
engage females involved in a Head
Start child’s life to take an active role
in getting the child ready for educational success. The Mother’s group
calls itself “Women Empowering Future Generations” and it is truly making a difference in the lives of not only
its own children, but also all of the
children of the Head Start Family. The
women of this group also meet on a
monthly basis, and try to empower
each other with interesting topics,
such as February’s focus on literacy.
Parent engagement has an impact
like no other on a child’s life. From
their family life to their education, no
one makes a bigger impact than those
who are a part of the child’s life and
development. LSF Head Start is a
leading force in the quest to increase
parent engagement and empower parents, grandparent, aunts, and uncles
to give children the Head Start they
need.
This column is excited by this initiative and will follow up on the Parent
Engagement and Empower Parents
Project in order to determine the
number of dads and moms participating on a monthly and or weekly consistent basis.
To readers: Your opinions related to
“Rainey’s Bulletin” are welcomed.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L.
Turner, Senior Pastor. Also Pastor
Rainey serves as President of the Parent
Support For Education Council, Inc.,
and Chairman, JWB South County
Community Council, and may be contacted: mrainey390@verizon.net or by
phone: (727) 420-1326
The Parent Council meets every 3rd
Thursday of each month @ 6:30pm,
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist
1800 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at
the (Resource Center), to the right and
adjacent to Church. The community is
welcome.

Lorrie Bellinger,
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believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
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legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Walking tour of the Deuces

Cops and kids: ‘Bridging the
G.A.A.P.’

Royal Theater now (above) and then (below).

BY JON WILSON
Columnist

ST. PETESBURG —
Have you heard of Emma
Hill, or perhaps Emma Hill
Stewart?
The 17-year-old girl’s
name came up during a recent tour of 22nd Street
South, conducted by St. Petersburg Preservation Inc.
Ms. Hill was shot to death on
May 26, 1924 during a raid
by a county posse led by a
deputy sheriff.
Her story is little known
to history, though at the
time, the incident was published on the front page of
the Evening Independent, St.
Petersburg’s
afternoon
newspaper. There was no investigation into the circumstances of her death and the
article did not describe her
other than to refer to her as
a “negress.”
A headline on the newspaper article named her as
Emma Stewart, but the arti-

cle itself referred to her as
Emma Hill.
Fifty to 60 people on the
tour learned about the girl
from Gwen Reese, a tour
leader and chair of the city’s
African American Heritage
Association.
The tour started at the
Carter G. Woodson Museum of African American
History and lasted about 90
minutes. It included stops
near the Manhattan Casino
and Mercy Hospital and on
the steps of the Royal Theater. Tour guides told stories
about the history and lore of
22nd Street when it was the
heart and soul of St. Petersburg’s
African-American
community.
The tour also included a
walk-through of the old
Harden Grocery, which is
being renovated by Elihu
and Carolyn Brayboy. A
lunch at the Woodson museum followed the tour.
The story of Emma Hill
surfaced during research for

the African-American Heritage Trail, and the tale
gained rapt attention as it
was told. The shooting took
place during a time when
22nd Street was just beginning to grow. It was still
thought of as “out in the
country.” There were some
residences and a few businesses, but at the time, the
Manhattan Casino and Jordan Elementary had yet to
open. Mercy Hospital was
about a year old.
An intended raid on a
purported gambling house
was advanced by Sheriff
W.S. Lindsey as the episode
that led to more than 20
shots fired at a car said to be
a Cadillac carrying seven or
eight passengers. The circumstances as described in
the newspaper article were
not clear. But the car apparently pulled onto 22nd Street
about 300 yards from the
gambling house. Deputies

forcement officers from
six agencies and 15 Pinellas youth participated in
this event. The facilitators
for this event were Pastors
Dexter and Wanda McCree of Anointed Word
Fellowship who has facilitated all five Bridging the
G.A.A.P. sessions.
“We’re
passionate
about our youth and
thankful for law enforcement,” said Pastor Wanda,
who served 27 years in
child welfare and recently
retired from the Pinellas
County Sheriff Department. “This project is so
needed in our community.
Everyone benefits from
it.”
The local series of
Pinellas G.A.A.P. conversations provide an effective,
non-threatening, relationship building forum where
youth develop better understanding of the roles
and responsibilities of law
enforcement and where
law enforcement officers
gain a wider perspective of
youth’s current worldview.
The panel and audi-

ence engaged in discussions of various topics and
perceptions relating to:
law enforcement presence
in community and profiling, youth peer relationships/influences,
benefits of positive adult
role models as well as
glimpses of how LEOs balance the demands of their
jobs with their roles as
parents and spouses.
The session, which
was held at the Tarpon
Springs Recreational Center, included several
school resource officers
and continued to promote
the Department of Juvenile Justice’s reform efforts to prevent more
youth from entering or
going deeper into the juvenile justice system while
reducing the disproportionate representation of
minority youth in the system.
A special thanks for assisting in this event went
out to Reform Specialist
Hazel Hudson, Sr. JPOs
Karin Popkowski and
Tephna Richardson.

See DEUCES, page 9

FINANCIAL FREEDOM JUST AHEAD
Don’t make a wrong turn and miss the

FREE FINANCIAL FREEDOM
WORKSHOP
Presented by Neighborhood Home
Solutions (NHS) at Childs Park YMCA
This 90 minute presentation is fast paced,
informative and beneficial. After attending
the event, you will be able to map out your
route to greater financial peace of mind.

TARPON SPRINGS —
In many communities
there seems to be a gap
between the youth who
are the future and law enforcement assigned with
the daily task of protecting
that future. In an effort to
draw the two sides closer,
The Department of Juvenile Justice began a series
of summits named Bridging the G.A.A.P. (Gaining
Appreciation by Adjusting
Perspectives).
“The model is to have
focus groups held through
the state where our youth
and law enforcement can
come together and dialogue,” said Pat McGhee,
Delinquency Prevention
Specialist in Pinellas
County, Circuit 6.
A focus group was held
in Tarpon Springs; this
was the fifth summit held
in Pinellas County in various locations. The organizers of this prevention
initiative were McGhee,
Jill Gould, Special Project
Coordinator and Elizabeth
Gattarello, Commitment
Manager. Fifteen law en-

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

STOPS ALONG THE WAY INCLUDE:
• Adjusting the budget for these troubling times
• Creative money saving tips
• Sensible couponing • Credit enhancement
WORKSHOP LOCATION:
Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
DATE: Tuesday, April 8, 2014
TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
REGISTRATION:
Please contact NHS at 727-821-6897 or
admin@nhsfl.org to register for the FREE workshop.

31st Annual Women’s Retreat
March 7 – 8
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 – 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg
Friday, 7:30–9 p.m. & Saturday, 7:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Keynote Speaker: Patricia Ashley
Moreno Valley, California
Guest soloist Ivetha Witherspoon

Workshops, Discussions, Special Music, Books
Continental Breakfast and Lunch
Registration: $30 for Women, $10 for Teens
For Questions or Additional Information:
Call (727) 327-9711 or (727) 343-2111
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The secrets of happy marriages

Starting the campaign trail

From LOVE , page 1

From CRIST, page 1

not really found much in
our community anymore.”
Five couples were spotlighted for their years of devotion and dedication to
one another. Wells who also
is known for his work as
Project Manager for Wells
Builders, a mentoring and
tutoring
organization,
strives to teach others in
the African-American community how to build those
relationships that last.
So we asked them.
What is your secret?
“I learned that God did
not give me a perfect wife,”
said Arch Bishop Clarence
Davis of the Joy Tabernacle
Cathedral in Tampa as he
smiled and hastily admitted
he wasn’t faultless either.
“Celebrate each other’s
positive attributes and forget the negative.”
With 52 years of marriage under their belts,
after only one date, both
Clarence and Ava Davis
have weathered many
storms. With three sons,
one now deceased, and a
lifetime of living God’s will,
the couple credits their attitude about relationships as
being the glue that holds
everything in place.
“We didn’t go into it
thinking short-term,” said
Arch Bishop Davis who recalls attending counseling
for marriage before the
holy ceremony. “The counselor said, ‘I will not marry
you unless you plan to stay
together 75 years.’”
But times today are different. Longevity, an aspect
of culture, no matter the
race, is arguably going by
the wayside, disappearing
among married couples.
But don’t tell that to the
Brayboy’s though.
Married for 35 years,
both Elihu and Carolyn are
widely recognized in the
community for their work
in the revitalization efforts
throughout Midtown. With
a consignment store, a
pizza-and-ice cream shop,
and a Cajun restaurant on
the way, there is plenty to
keep them both busy.
They met in 7th grade
and dated until they went
their separate ways in college. They didn’t see each
other for ten years. So
when their paths crossed
again the couple knew their
attraction was still strong.
And although Elihu credits
his love and respect for his
wife as their strongest
asset, anyone who knows
the husband and wife team
would venture to speculate
on their polar oppositeness
when it comes to comparing personalities and skills
as the key to their success.
“We recognize that I’m
good at certain things, he’s
good at certain things,”
said wife Carolyn who is active in the family business
alongside her husband.

Antwaun Wells and Veatrice Farrell hosted
the event.
“We say stay in your lane.
What he’s good at he does
and what I’m good at I’ll do,
so that way we don’t get
into it.”
Good advice, and as the
night went on Wells had a
few surprises that would
test that resolve. Before the
food the five honorary couples representing longevity
in relationships were subjected to a Newlywed game
of sorts. Perhaps it should
have been renamed the
Oldywed game.
To kick it off couples
were separated and the
women were asked to write
down their answers to five
questions geared at seeing
which wife really knew her
man. The men also
recorded their answers and
after comparing them were
awarded
points
for
matches. The game continued with the men having to
come up with the correct
answers to five questions
about their wives.
Surprisingly after a total
of years that surpasses a
century
of
marriage
amongst them, there were
plenty of mixed signals,
wrong answers, and at
times misunderstandings
of what makes a movie a
movie and a TV show a TV
show.
But with some questions asking for the percentage of housework their
husbands will admit to and
others inquiring exactly
how many shoes each of
the ladies had hidden in
their closet, there were
bound to be some wrong
answers.
The couples took it all in
stride and in good spirit.
Even when the clear winners were the Davis’ who
swept their competition,
earning first place in both
games, making the husband/wife duo a powerhouse of knowledge. When
it comes to each other that
is. And after 52 years of
marriage did you really expect anything different?
Other couples being

honored at the Royal Theater were Jessie and Martina Green, married for 25
years and Eddie and Sarah
Lee Robinson who walked
down the aisle just 22 years
ago. They married just
three weeks after they met.
Al and Cassandra Jackson were also honored,
having been married for 25
years. Cassandra politely
listened to her husband explain his revelation of what
type of woman he realized
he should be joined with,
patiently waiting for her
turn to talk.
“Okay, let me tell you
the way it really happened,”
she chimed in when it was
her turn to reveal the secret of what keeps their
marriage strong. She credits Jesus for a strong foundation for which they have
built their house of love,
and feels strongly that their
determination to make
their relationship a lasting
one is the reason they’re
still together.
“You have your good
days, your challenging
days, however, our vows,
raising a family, making
sure that the family is
bonded and kept together –
that was our whole desire,”
she said, “to represent marriage in a positive way.
That’s why we’re still here
today.”
After watching and listening to all five honorary
couples, one thing is evident for a healthy and lasting relationship. The ability
to poke fun at life’s situations and the determination
to work through the times
when humor isn’t enough.
All couples took a few
moments to discuss their
passions and what they
hold dear in the community. Wells hopes to support
each of them in their endeavors and show his patronage
through
his
organization, ACT Right
which promotes worthy
businesses and organizations in the area of Midtown.

It’s All About The Children

Summit of HOPE
When: March 8, 2014
Where: Pinellas County Job Corp (South Pinellas)
500 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
Greater Ridgecrest YMCA (North Pinellas)
1809 119th Street North, Largo, Fla. 33778
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
It’s all about the Children Summit of HOPE is designed to
bring awareness to the importance of mentoring by giving
back to the children of Pinellas county.

ipating his arrival,” said
Jeff Copeland, executive
director of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas County
(SCLC). No one was sitting down. Everybody was
just on their feet waiting
for Charlie.”
Copeland has known
Crist for years and is ecstatic for his run at governor. With the release of his
book, The Party’s Over:
How the Extreme Right
Hijacked the GOP and I
Became a Democrat, it
seems Crist isn’t squirming over the fact that his
opponent, current Governor Rick Scott, has a rumored $100 million at his
disposal.
An exorbitant amount
of money to rally a trash
talking campaign that is
sure to have Crist dodging
more bombs than a beachgoer caught in a seagull
horde after a fish dinner.
But with all the free publicity surrounding the just
wrapped up book tour, he
probably doesn’t have to
worry just yet.
“Charlie
embraces

everyone; he’s a people’s
governor,” said Copeland
pointing out the now democratic candidate for governor’s uncanny ability to
mesh with any crowd.
“That’s what you need,
someone who knows what
both sides of the train
tracks look like and how
they operate.”
A firm supporter of
Crist since his previous
term as governor, when he
convinced the cabinet to
restore rights to nonviolent offenders, a decision
since reversed by now
Gov. Scott, Copeland is
hopeful Crist’s popularity
among longtime residents
and Florida’s working middle class will be the right
ammunition in the upcoming campaign.
St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick Kriseman and Watson
Haynes, president and
CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League
were both on hand to say a
few words to the crowd,
both adamantly pledging
their support.
But the day for Crist
was about meeting and

greeting the supporters of
his book and when he arrived at Haslam’s Book
Store to autograph some
copies, he was met with
signs reading, “The People’s
Governor”
and
mostly smiles. The few
protestors who showed up
were a bit more subdued
when compared to what is
becoming known as the
Fort Lauderdale incident
where Tea Party Protesters spit out a round of offensive insults aimed at
Crist.
But Crist didn’t seem to
notice and greeted all his
supporters with a smile
and a wave.
“He is a great addition
to what we need in our
community,”
said
Copeland. “We have a topnotch mayor so now it’s
time for a top notch governor.”
Crist’s book, “The
Party’s Over: How the Extreme Right Hijacked the
GOP and I Became a Democrat,” is available at
Haslam’s Book Store,
Barnes & Noble and other
fine book stores.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The healing art of Lynn Brady
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
With the aid of his artwork,
Lynn Brady is able to battle
debilitating medical issues
by putting pencil to paper
and creating art that expresses his individuality. He
uses his artwork as therapy;
it calms his mind and gives
him hope for the future.
Brady was introduced to
drawing at the age of seven.
“The art teacher drew the
letter M on my paper and
when she finished it was a
dog,” he said. “It made me
feel like I could do it also.”
That was the beginning
of his love for drawing. At
Gibbs High School he took
classes for drafting and architecture. He laughed as
he reminisced how he
would often get in trouble in
class for drawing and
sketching instead of staying
on task.
Brady’s first wall hanging worthy drawing was a
replication of the work of
renowned African-American
artist Ernie Barnes whose
work was featured on the
1970’s
sitcom
“Good
Times.”
With no one around to
push him in the right direction for a career in the arts, he
soon became discouraged.
“I couldn’t go to college
and no one during those
times inspired me to continue. I gave up,” he said.
Born at Mercy Hospital
and graduated from Gibbs
High School class of 1971,
Brady continued his educa-

tion at Vocational Technical
Institute, now known as
Pinellas Technical Education Center. The art classes
were filled so he took sign
and letters courses. Eventually he was hired on by the
city as a heavy equipment
operator and his dreams of
being an artist were put on
the back burner.
Retired after 26 years
with the City of St. Petersburg, Brady is most proud of
the fact that he has installed
and worked on most of the
baseball fields in the city including Tropicana Fields.
During those years his
first love of drawing and
painting continued to stir in
his soul and he continued
his craft privately. Eventually word got out that he was
talented and a few assignments came his way.
Brady was asked to paint
his first professional piece of
art when the Miss Black St.
Petersburg Contest asked
him to paint a sign in 1980.
Then his job requested several of his drawings of city
equipment that they took a
Miami industrial trade show.
Brady sketches with
pencil and then fills them in
with vibrant Crayola pens.
Now that he is regaining his
strength he will soon start
using watercolors. With no
specific way of picking his
subjects, they can be as diverse as a “Pimp Cockroach” to action cartoon
characters.
He said his art lets him
use his imagination and he
feels that he can inspire the
youth of the community to
utilize theirs also. Brady

stressed that art can keep
kids out of trouble and give
them an alternative to deal
with personal problems and
peer pressure.
“Their imagination can
take them anywhere,” Brady
said. “It also is another release to keep [them] from
the negative. They can put
an ending to it by drawing
it.”
His friend Abdul Hakim,
member of the St. Petersburg Islamic Center, chimed
in on the benefit of art lectures and motivation that
Brady has offered at their
youth programs.
He gives credit to his deceased mother, Annie
Brady, who he said inspired
him to be appreciative and
fair.
“Art accents our culture
and it will explain what’s on
our minds individually,”
Brady concluded. “It will
help deal with stuff on their
mind and if it’s put on paper
they can explain it to themselves.”
Although he is not
known yet for his artwork,
he’s known for his clothing.
A self-professed “shopaholic
and a fashion freak,” he has
three bedrooms full of
clothes. Filled with stylish
suits, matching hats and coordinated
ties,
Brady
dresses himself like the artwork he creates.
He is hoping that his artwork will soon become acknowledged and appreciated
by a wider audience.
To inquire about Lynn
Brady’s artwork, please contact The Weekly Challenger at
727-896-2922.

Jazz Club of Sarasota celebrates
34th Annual Jazz Festival

Last Sunday, the Jazz Club of Sarasota
kicked off its 34th Annual Jazz Festival,
and it was a total “gas.” For the last 11
years, it has been my responsibility as a
Vice President on the Board of Directors
to put together the first event of the festival; a free outdoor park jazz concert aptly
named “Jazz in the Park” held in Phillippi
Estate Park, Sarasota. The event opened
with the Manatee High School Jazz Ensemble, a 20-piece jazz orchestra comprised of youngsters who love playing jazz
music. Their jazz set began at 1 PM and
continued until 2:30 PM. Although, the orchestra members were young in age, they
demonstrated to the jazz enthusiasts in attendance that they were “Keeping Jazz
Alive” in fine fashion. All enjoyed their
performance, acknowledging their appreciation with thundering applause. They
were followed by an outstanding jazz
group led by one of Tampa Bay’s finest
tenor/soprano saxophone players Jeremy
Carter and his Jeremy Carter’s Jazz Quartet. Comprised of top quality jazz musicians Jeremy Douglas, keyboards, Daniel
Navarro, electric bass, Ric Craig, drums,
and leader Jeremy Carter on tenor and soprano saxophones.
Keyboardist Jeremy Douglas has one
of the strongest voices on his instrument.
He brings an amazing amount of color,
groove and musicianship, no matter the
context. His influences are and have been
Bach, Chick Corea, Art Tatum, and many
others. In a nutshell, Douglas is a worldclass jazz musician. Bassist Daniel
Navarro is mellow enough not to trip over
his musical partners solos and consistently keeps all aboard on an even keel.
Members and fans of the jazz club first
heard Navarro in October 2013 on the
Jazz Clubs’ annual 2-hour “Jazz on the
Water” cruise. They enjoyed him at that
time, and loved his playing even more at
the park event. Drummer Ric Craig has
recently located in the Tampa Bay area.
He brings a load of talent with him, which
he demonstrated during the outdoor concert. His timing was obvious to all, not too
loud, not too soft, but on the money synchronizing his band partners into a complete musical unit. As for band leader
saxophonist Jeremy Carter, there’s really
not much that can be said about his playing that hasn’t been said a million times
before… “The cat can blow!” Born in
Omaha, Nebraska, Carter started playing
at age 9. While still in high school Jeremy
was fortunate enough to study with and
perform alongside the late great Preston
Love. In his nearly two decades working
in various bands as a leader and sideman,
Carter has acquired an amazing ability as
a storyteller using his instrument.
The festival continues on Tuesday 3
PM until 5 PM with an educational clinic
and seminar for area high school students.
Local jazz musicians Charlie Bertini and
Jeff Phillips have volunteered their time to
provide insight into playing jazz music. It’s

a free event and opened to the public. In
the evening at 7:30 PM trumpeter and musical director Charlie Bertini will be leading his jazz quintet at Players Theatre,
Sarasota. Members of the quintet are Jeff
Phillips, piano, Charlie Silva, bass, Eddie
Metz, drums and vocalist Ronnie Leigh.
At 6:30 PM on Wednesday, the Jazz
Club is hosting their extremely popular
Jazz Caravan by Trolley. Jazz fans can
enjoy their jazz club favorites at various locations around Sarasota, including Caragiulos, Hotel Indigo, Marina Jacks, the
Gator Club, Salute, the Senior Friendship
Center and the Classico Café. Prior years
can attest this will be an exciting and funfilled evening.
Thursday evening’s event with a start
time of 7:30 PM at Players Theatre brings
a set of identical twins, Peter and Will Anderson Quintet, both saxophonists.
“These two young musicians play with a
passion, unpredictability and sense of discovery” (All About Jazz magazine).
Quincy Jones has said about the brothers,
“These dudes are the future. They have
made my soul smile.” Joining the Anderson Brothers are Alex Wintz, guitar,
Stephen Bucholtz on drums and the incomparable John Lamb on bass.
The Alexis Cole Quintet from New
York City kicks off Friday’s concert at
Players Theatre. Called “One of the great
voices of today”, she has been compared
to classic jazz vocalists such as Sarah
Vaughan and Anita O’Day. She will be
joined by John DiMartino, piano, Eric
Alexander, tenor saxophone, Dave Finck,
bass and Kenny Washington on drums, all
outstanding New York City jazz musicians.
Winding up the festival on Saturday,
7:30 PM at Players Theatre will be legendary pianist Dick Hyman and multi-instrumentalist Ken Peplowski on clarinet
and tenor saxophone. Hyman is best
known for his versatility with jazz piano
styles. In addition to more than 100
recordings, Hyman has been a composer,
arranger and musical director for TV
shows, Broadway and the movies. He has
also written musical scores for a dozen
Woody Allen movies and Broadway. Ohio
native, Peplowski is a much in-demand
jazz musician. He is a former member of
Benny Goodman’s last band and has
worked and recorded with Hank Jones,
George Shearing, Peggy Lee, Mel Torme,
Howard Alden, Charlie Byrd, Milt Hinton,
Kenny Davern and many others. This
final concert of the festival should be “Off
the Hook.’
If you can attend any of these jazz
events, I highly recommend that you do
so. You’ll be talking about the music for
the remainder of the year.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at jazzjamm@aol.com.

Annual Community Yard Sale
sponsored by

The I.M.A.

Interdenominational Ministers Alliance

Saturday, March 8 • 8:00 AM
At the Hospice of St. Petersburg
31st Street and 1st Avenue South
Donations are needed, welcomed
and appreciated!
For more information contact
Elder Eddie Robinson
727-657-5975
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Dr. David T. Welch now in the Library of Congress

Baseball and segregated St. Pete

From CASTOR , page 1

From BASEBALL, page 1

Rep. Kathy Castor

Alex Harris

Chloe Coney

and people who have
served their community
and country, they will come
across the service of Dr.
Welch.
“He was an American
hero because he served his
country and came back and
built this community one
brick at a time. What he
was able to do over his lifetime was remarkable. We
simply cannot forget all that
he put into growing this
community. He even grew a
county commission,” Castor jokingly said referring
to Dr. Welch’s son County
Commissioner Ken Welch.
Dr. Welch was a City
Council member and a
community leader who
worked to improve his city
for more than a half-century. Besides his stature as
a community leader and
spokesman, Dr. Welch was
a respected businessman.
He had operated Welch Accounting & Tax Service
since 1966. He was among
the first to integrate that
section of 16th Street,
where African Americans
were for years forbidden to

live or have businesses
south of 15th Avenue
South.
Ken Welch thanked
Castor for her leadership in
Washington and on behalf
of the Welch family for the
recognition of his father.
“Dad’s life was really
about servicing this community whether it was in
elected office or not, so this
recognition is very special
to my family,” said Ken
Welch.
He went on to say that
public office is a family affair and how his mother, Alletha Welch, has always
been front and center.
“I want to recognize my
mom who has been the
rock of our family. She was
married to my dad for 50
years. Through all the madness and politics and everything else that goes on, her
leadership has been so important,” he said.
Castor highlighted a
few issues going on at the
federal level such as the
Head Start budget that is
now battling back from
steep cuts. And on the local

level she spoke of transportation in and out of St.
Pete to jobs. She mentioned that no plans have
the rail lines coming into
south St. Pete.
“When you look at the
proposal and maps, it doesn’t have the rail lines coming into south St. Pete. Now
I think it is very important
that on future plans that
they at least show that rail
connection coming into
south St. Pete. It doesn’t
have to be the first thing
that is built, but to incentivize construction and job
creation in south St. Pete
you have to show that there
is a future commitment to
bring it here,” she stated.
The luncheon closed
out with a question and answer session and a special
thank you to Reverend
Louis Murphy for the use
of his church and the wonderful lunch that was provided. Also to Alex Harris
for his stunning a capella
rendition of “A Change is
Gonna Come” that made attendees rise to their feet in
praise.

It wasn’t that the accommodations for the black
players were substandard.
But the separation from
their teammates was one
more insult in a system that
also denied the players
equal access to many
amenities such as restaurants, recreational facilities
and movie theaters.
The situation began to
change in 1961. Black players were excluded from St.
Petersburg’s annual “Salute
to Baseball” breakfast. The
omission may or may not
have been deliberate. But
black players, given the
era’s racial climate, felt
slighted.
Said Bill White, the St.
Louis Cardinals’ first baseman: “I think I’m a gentleman and can conduct
myself properly.” He and
others used the episode as
a starting point to bring
change.
“This thing keeps gnawing at my heart,” White was
quoted in the Pittsburgh
Courier. “When will we be
made to feel like humans?”
Doctors Ralph Wimbish and Robert Swain
were civil rights leaders
who also housed AfricanAmerican players. At about
the same time, they decided to take on baseball’s
housing segregation. Wimbish had helped desegregate the city’s lunch
counters, and said he
couldn’t square his activism
in other areas if he didn’t
make a stand for the players.
Wimbish told newspa-

Puerto Rican Roberto Clemente was considered
too dark to stay with the white players.
per reporters he would no
longer
house
Elston
Howard, the Yankee’s allstar catcher, and he asked
Yankees and Cardinals
management to join him in
calling for an end to segregation.
The state NAACP
backed Wimbish, but St.
Petersburg business leaders and other officials didn’t
like it. They voiced opposition. But the ball was
rolling. In March of that
year, the Chicago White
Sox canceled their hotel in
Miami after the hotel refused to accept the team’s
black players during an exhibition game. Other teams
took similar stands, and the
spring training issue became a national news story.
Perhaps to avoid a deluge of bad publicity, most
Florida ballparks ended discriminatory practices, and

by the following spring,
most black players were
able to stay with their white
teammates in the same hotels. Officials in St. Petersburg worked to find
accommodations in hotels
other than the Soreno or
Vinoy.
Meanwhile, the Yankees moved to Fort Lauderdale, but it was unclear
whether racial discrimination was a reason. Team officials said the move had
been in the planning stages
for several years. The New
York Mets came to town in
1962.
Not every landlord who
had provided segregated
lodging supported Wimbish’s and Swain’s initiative.
Nonetheless, the season of
’61 was an important turning point in St. Petersburg’s
– and Florida’s – journey toward equality for all.

    
   

Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay ~ Financing Available!
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GPPCA celebrates Black History Month
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
As you walked into the fellowship hall of Blessed
Trinity Roman Catholic
Church Tuesday evening,
the sounds of up-tempo
jazz greeted you at the
door. Usually the Greater
Pinellas Point Civic Association (GPPCA) monthly
meetings aren’t so festive,
but the Februar y 25
meeting was also their
Black History Month program.
After
some
light
housekeeping, Jodi Davis,
president of GPPCA, got
the program started with
Thelma McCloud, a representative of the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson Museum African American
Museum, 2240 9th Ave S.,
St. Petersburg.
McCloud invited the
audience to visit this
“beautiful oasis in the
middle of Midtown.” She
stressed the importance
of having access to an
African-American
museum. “If we as a race do
not have a histor y, then
what do we have worthwhile,” she asked as she
mentioned the exhibits,
the beautiful Legacy Gardens and the different
events that happen there
monthly.
She also mentioned
the opportunity to purchase a brick with your
name or corporation’s
name on it that will be
placed in the Legacy Garden.

 


 


Courtesy of

        
         
      





The last installment of
the month long lecture series will take place this
Fri., Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. It
will focus on the black
woman in a program
called “Power, Pride and
Elegance:
Exploring
Black Femininity and the
Arts.” For more information, call 727-323-1104.
The jazz that had the
fellowship hall swaying
was being performed by
Lakewood Jazz Ensemble
from Lakewood High
School. In between speakers and while the food
was being ser ved, the
band played melodiously.
Band teacher and
piano player in the ensemble, Jacob Merrett, explained that the jazz
ensemble has an opportunity to travel to the birth-

place of jazz — New Orleans, but not without the
community’s help. If anyone would like to donate
to the Lakewood Jazz Ensemble and have them
come play at your event,
call 727-893-2916 ext.
2189
or
email
merrettj@pcsb.org.
While
attendees
feasted on fried chicken,
BBQ pulled pork, macaroni and cheese, potato
salad and a slew of
desserts, actor/motivational speaker Donald
Dowridge began performing an historical piece
from portions of one of
Frederick Douglass’ autobiographies entitled “Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an
American Slave.”
Dowridge perform-

ance was riveting. He
presented his captivating
and emotionally charged
portrayal of Douglass
from enslavement to freedom all while becoming a
strong advocate and
ambassador for the antislaver y movement in
America.
While the audience sat
enthralled, Dowridge was
able to give a history lesson and shed some light
on this dark period of in
American’s past.
Rounding out the
evening was Tavaris Butler
with a spoken word piece
he wrote the day before.
He admits to procrastinating, but when he sat
down and asked the Lord
for help, what came forth
was an account of the
African-American journey.

 



       

        
 
 





       


           


         





BUSINESS DIRECTORY



LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

   





Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

  

(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696



 

 


 




Open: Monday - Sunday

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Vitu (V-too)

Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S.
St. Petersburg
Owned and operated
by Gwendolyn S. Fields

10% OFF
ANYTHING IN THE STORE!
(Offer expires May 1, 2014)
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Day of Service wrap-up luncheon
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Martin Luther King Jr.
Day of Service was a hit
around St. Petersburg and
the two neighboring counties who joined in on the act
of giving January 20. A
record number of volunteers gave of their time this
year; and for that, they
were honored for their efforts last Sat., Feb. 22.
“As I look at you all it’s
such a great thing to see an
array of people here today
to celebrate what happened,” said James Robinson, Day of Service project
manager.
Dollars,
volunteer
hours and percentages
were rattled off and it was
clear that the second year
of the MLK Day of Service
grants were put to good
use. With over 2,000 volunteers providing a cumulative total of over 50,000
volunteer hours, the event
was a success. Robinson
valued the free hours
roughly at $347,000. The
original investment from
the state was a little over
$260,000.
“I don’t have to tell you
that one of the most important things when it comes
to nonprofits agencies, any
public entity that is receiving public dollars, outcome
becomes very important,”
Robinson said.
Awards were handed
out to all the groups and individuals who participated
in the Day of Service and
smiles and looks of satisfaction permeated the room.
Sixty-five projects were
funded, but time only permitted a few people to
come up and elaborate.
“This year we thought
to bring in youth to work as
leaders so they could show
their fellow youths how to
do it,” explained Robinson.
“They did a tremendous
job.”

Cayla Long was the student
ambassador
for
Gramps Raising Grands, an
organization that works
with grandparents thrust
into the role as primary
caregiver. This year’s Day
of Service grant allowed
them to provide workshops
geared at financial and
legal advice for the surrogate parents, as well as, gift
bags filled with goodies.
They gave gasoline cards,
resource guides, movie
tickets, nutritional items,
bookmarks, and slippers to
the grandparents.
“I never thought I
would give up one day from
school to attend a MLK
breakfast at the Coliseum,”
Long said as she read from
an essay she wrote about
her experience. “But once I
got started, I was so motivated; I just wanted to learn
more.”
Other student ambassadors took to the stage to
read their essays to the
crowd.
Naiya White, an ambassador for Sistahs Surviving
Breast Cancer, recited her
take on what it was like to
volunteer citing her parents
and grandparents as instilling positive values in her at
an early age.
“Volunteering has become a major part of my
life,” she said explaining
her role at Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church on the Day of
Service as one of helping
out with health screenings
for those worried about
cancer or needing dental
health. “If Dr. King could
sacrifice his life for me, the
least I could do was volunteer for a day.”
Sistahs
Surviving
Breast Cancer has over 40
members and meets each
month. They have been actively supporting women in
the community who’ve
been diagnosed with breast
and other types of cancer,
for over seven years.

And when Brandon
McCoy discussed his time
delivering gifts to area
nursing homes alongside
the Pinellas Opportunity
Council, the smiles couldn’t
be held back.
The week before the
event Brandon rode his
bike to the office of the
Pinellas Opportunity Council to fill the gift bags. On
the day of service, he
changed into his special tshirt and met up with the
others at the Job Corp Center. When he arrived at the
North Rehabilitation Center he expected to drop off
the gift bags and move on
to the next nursing home.
Instead, he was told to join
in on the arts and crafts
with the residents, make
them feel good.
“I helped one gentleman paint an alligator,”
Brandon said telling of his
weariness in starting up a
conversation with the man
he was helping as well as
the other residents at his
table. “Just speaking with
him was a feat of its own because of my extreme shyness.”
But when Brandon finished and got up to help out
yet another person at the
end of the table build a helicopter, he caught a smile
on the face of the gentleman he had been working
with. “It made me feel like I
was making a difference already,” he said. “I didn’t realize that I could be such an
instrumental joy in my
community.”
This year marks the
second time the Pinellas
Opportunity Council has
participated in the MLK
Day of Service and credits
the grant for allowing the
organization to reach out
and touch the smaller nursing homes and care facilities that normally don’t see
outside visitors.
“This was an opportunity for the youth to interact with the residents,” said

coordinator Joyce Robinson. “They danced, they
made all kinds of crafts,
they served muffins and we
had conversation.”
On the day of service,
56 volunteers from that organization alone went to
various homes throughout
Pinellas.
State Representative
Darryl Rouson split his day
between Sarasota and St.
Petersburg reciting the
large figure of volunteers
engaged in public service
between St. Petersburg,
Manatee and Hillsborough
counties.
“You have been a part of
a critical and an important
movement,”
he
said.
“Other communities are
now wanting to be a part of
it, that’s huge.”
Youth
ambassadors
were given certificates for
their efforts and received a
$100 gift card to Old Navy
and a $50 dollar gift card to
Chick-Fil-A.
Recipients of the Signature Awards, where groups
or organizations could be
awarded up to $10,000 for
a continuation of their projects, will be notified by
email on Friday.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

20 % OFF ANY NATURAL
HAIR SERVICE
Expires May 6, 2014
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Walking tour of the Deuces
From DEUCES, page 3

said several people had escaped from the house,
which was between Ninth
and Tenth Avenues.
The car was said to have
sped past deputies, and that
someone in it fired a shot.
That was when deputies
opened fire. The bullets
punctured the gas tank in
several places and tore up
the back seats. Ms. Hill had
been sitting in a small chair
in the middle of the car.
One of the bullets hit her in
the head, and she appar-

ently died immediately.
A coroner’s jury said it
could not determine who
fired the fatal shot. Passengers in the car denied
shooting at deputies.
During this era of strict
segregation and the Ku
Klux Klan, it was not unusual for white law enforcement officers or citizens to
injure or kill African Americans suspected of crimes or
accused of breaking racial
codes. St. Petersburg’s
most infamous example oc-

curred 100 years ago in
1914, when John Evans was
lynched and his body riddled with bullets on Ninth
Street South.
Ms. Hill should be remembered on one of the
historical markers to be installed on 22nd Street, said
heritage project chair
Reese. If any among our
readers know of Ms. Hill,
please contact the author of
this article through The
Weekly Challenger.

22nd Street during its heyday in 1969.

AAG ’75 12th Annual
Old School Dance
ST. PETERSBURG —
The African American
Graduates
of
1975
(AAG‘75) held their 12th
Annual Old School Dance
at the Orange Blossom
Event Hall Sat., Feb. 15.
Guest could be seen partying hard at this sold-out
event.
The African American
Graduates of 1975, Inc., is a
non-profit
organization
comprised of students who
were in the eighth grade
and attended 16th Street
Junior High School during
the 1970-71 school year.
These students should
have graduated from high
school in 1975.
Mass integration was
implemented in the 1971 72 school year and the
eighth graders from 16th
Street Jr. High were assigned to one of the six
south county high schools
(Boca Ciega, Dixie Hollins,
Gibbs, Lakewood, Northeast or St. Petersburg).
As the 10 year high
school anniversary of the
scattered 16th Street Jr.
High School alum
approached, very few classmates received reunion
information from their respective high school.
Therefore, a few class-

mates in the community
got together and created
the organization in 1985 to
unite the Class of 1975 and
plan the class reunion. A
very successful 10 year reunion was held in June of
1985.
As an organization, the
AAG‘75 remains united and
believes in giving back to
the community. Quarterly,
a donation is made to the
youth department of a local
church during their “Worshipping with Classmates”
Sunday.
They are also committed to an ongoing partnership with St. Mark MB
Church for the “Back to
School Bash” resulting in
donations of school supplies for area youth.
AAG’75 supports Angel
Tree Ministry, Next STEPP
Pregnancy Center, Sickle
Cell Disease Association
and the Senior Citizens
Program at Enoch Davis
Center.
Entertainment at this
year’s dance was provided
by Hiram Hazely and
Magic, featuring “Imagination.” Imagination’s rendition of the Temptations
songs were a hit with the
crowd. A special guest
soloist joined the band on

Prince’s “Purple Rain” and
then wowed the crowd with
some blues on his harmonica.
Awesome prizes were
given away such as dinner
for two at Bern’s Steakhouse, dinner and a cruise
for two aboard the Starlight
Majesty and several wellstocked gift baskets were
won during the raffle. Good
food, fellowship and fun
were had by all who attended.
This year’s annual
dance was the kick-off for
the planning of their 40th
Class Reunion. Over 20
classmates
signed
in
and/or updated their contact information. The 40th
Class Reunion will be held
in August 2015.
The next class event is
the quarterly “Worshiping
with Classmates,” which
will be held March 9. Classmates will visit United
Community Church, 2501
Pinellas Point Drive S., St.
Petersburg, for the 10 a.m.
service.
Classmates are encouraged to visit them on Facebook or log on to
theaag1975.com for the latest updates. The AAG’75
Class
President
is
Alverdean Robinson.

Nurses standing in front of Mercy Hospital circa 1960.
Johnnie Ruth Clarke Center now is on the site of the old hospital.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionar y Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, prais-

ing God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday School
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30. All are invited to
come and join us.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out study the Bible with us,
and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministr y Meetings are held
ever y Tuesday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community

are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays & Thursdays
(closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministr y
ever y Monday from 6:30
p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held ever y
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study ever y Wednesday evening at 7.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Save the date May 2 for
the Relay for Life of South St.
Petersburg! At Lakewood
High School. Join our team
by
going
online
to
www.mzprogressive.org and
clicking on the Relay for Life
banneror stop by the table
out front and register. Registration fee is $10. Donations
are also accepted.
The Princeton Review
Team is coming to Mt. Zion
to administer a free ACT
Practice exam and give a
strategy session on Sat.,
March 15 from 8:30 a.m. to 3

p.m. in the Youth Chapel Fellowship Hall. Registration is
required no later than March
9. For more information contact Toni Walker at 727-4181793
or
Email
mtzioncollegeprep@mzprore
ssive.org
Seasoned Saints 65 and
over save the date for our
“Seasoned Saints Luncheon
on Sat., March 15 at noon on
the 2nd floor!
Lakewood High School
will be here in concert featuring their Jazz Ensemble on
Thurs., March 6 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all Men... The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”

CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - is now
holding
Dial-a-Meetings.
Phone meetings are held
every Tuesday from 7 - 8 p.m.
Phone in to: 605-477-2100,
Access Code: 212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC).
Visit our
website and let’s get connected today! www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is
a family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total
Stewardship” – II Corinthians
9:6-8.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key

to happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
worship experiences are 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30
a.m.
Come join us each
Wednesday for Bible Study at
Noon and 7:00 p.m. Dr.
Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you
to come and share in the

study of God’s word - The
Gospel of Mark - BE DILIGENT, “Serving Others As
You Walk With The Master
Servant,” by W.Wierbe.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The
Ship!




Pastor’s Corner

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

The hidden truth to unbelievers
Do you know the truth?
What is the truth? Your
truth? My truth? Our truth?
They truth? Some truth?
But the word God is the
truth Jesus Sabbath is the
truth!
(II Corthinan4:2-4)2 But
have renounced the hidden
things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling
the word of God deceitfully; but
by manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves to
every man’s conscience in the
sight of God.3 But if our gospel
be hid, it is hid to them that are
lost:4 In whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of
God, should shine unto them.
(Romans 3:4-5) 4 God forbid:
yea, let God be true, but every
man a liar; as it is written, that
thou mightiest be justified in
thy sayings, and mightiest overcome
when
thou
art
judged.5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we
say? Is God unrighteous who
taketh vengeance? (Romans
4:10-12) 10 As it is written,
There is none righteous, no,
not one:11 There is none that
understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after God.12 They
are all gone out of the way, they
are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one.
Truth means: teach Righteousness unity through Holiness Jesus is the beginning
(John 1:1-3) 1 In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word
was God.2 The same was in the
beginning with God.3 All
things were made by him; and
without him was not anything
made that was made. Jesus
Sabbath is holy Gen.2:1-3 the
bible says remember the Sabbath Day and keep it Holy(
Ex.20:8.) (I Corinthians 3:1617) 16 Know ye not that ye are
the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in
you?17 If any man defile the
temple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God
is holy, which temple ye
are.(Mark 2:27-28) 27 And he
said unto them, The Sabbath
was made for man, and not
man for the Sabbath:28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also
of the Sabbath. (Matt. 12:8)
8 For the Son of man is Lord
even of the Sabbath day.
How can you say that

you are saved; when you are
not holy? How can you be
holy when you don’t believe
in Jesus Sabbath of rest?
(Heb. 4:1-11) Let us therefore
fear, lest, a promise being left
us of entering into his rest, any
of you should seem to come
short of it.2 For unto us was the
gospel preached, as well as
unto them: but the word
preached did not profit them,
not being mixed with faith in
them that heard it.3 For we
which have believed do enter
into rest, as he said, As I have
sworn in my wrath, if they shall
enter into my rest: although the
works were finished from the
foundation of the world.4 For
he spake in a certain place of
the seventh day on this wise,
And God did rest the seventh
day from all his works.5 And in
this place again, If they shall
enter into my rest.6 Seeing
therefore it remaineth that
some must enter therein, and
they to whom it was first
preached entered not in because of unbelief:7 Again, he
limiteth a certain day, saying in
David, To day, after so long a
time; as it is said, Today if ye
will hear his voice, harden not
your hearts.8 For if Jesus had
given them rest, then would he
not afterward have spoken of
another day.9 There remaineth
therefore a rest to the people of
God.10 For he that is entered
into his rest, he also hath
ceased from his own works, as
God did from his.11 Let us
labor therefore to enter into
that rest, lest any man fall after
the same example of unbelief.
And we can do nothing
without the Holy Spirit; and
the Holy Spirit will not come
in unless you have come to
true repentance of your
sins. (Act 2: 38) Then Peter
said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. (John 14: 15-18) 15 If ye
love me, keep my commandments.16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he
may abide with you forever;17 Even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not,
neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you.18 I will
not leave you comfortless: I will
come to you.(Rm. 11:2527)25 For I would not,
brethren, that ye should be ig-

norant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own
conceits; that blindness in part
is happened to Israel, until the
fulness of the Gentiles be come
in.26 And so all Israel shall be
saved: as it is written, There
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:27 For
this is my covenant unto them,
when I shall take away their
sins. Read complete chapter.
What proof from the
bible you know that you are
holy? Jesus Sabbath is Holy!
All Men has not obeyed
God’s Commandments because they are holy and
God’s commandments has
not been done away with according (Rev.22:14)14 Blessed
are they that do his commandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the
city. Jesus took the Law of
Moses to the cross not the
commandments of God.
Malachi 3:6 For I am God and I
change not! How can man
change God Holy Sabbath Day
of rest to another day of rest?
Can you change your birthday
to another day? NO! How can
man bless a day God never
blessed and made holy? According to the bible (Genesis 2:
1-3) Thus the heavens and the
earth were finished, and all the
host of them.2 And on the seventh day God ended his work
which he had made; and he
rested on the seventh day from
all his work which he had
made.3 And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested
from all his work which God
created and made. (Jeremiah
23:1-4, 17:5) Woe be unto the
pastors that destroy and scatter
the sheep of my pasture! saith
the Lord.2 Therefore thus saith
the Lord God of Israel against
the pastors that feed my people;
Ye have scattered my flock, and
driven them away, and have not
visited them: behold, I will visit
upon you the evil of your doings, saith the Lord.3 And I will
gather the remnant of my flock
out of all countries whither I
have driven them, and will
bring them again to their folds;
and they shall be fruitful and increase.4 And I will set up shepherds over them which shall
feed them: and they shall fear
no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith
the Lord.
Continued in next week’s
Pastor’s Corner.
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